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DAILY BRIEF 


Burma : The new government of Burma, headed by 
General Ne Win as chairman of the Union Revolutionary 
Committee (URC), apparently intends to retain power for 
an extended period. Unlike the Ne Win regime of 1958-60, 
which viewed its takeover of the government as a temporary 
expedient, this military government, in addition to scrap- 
ping the constitution, has dismissed all members of Parlia- 
ment ♦and warned political party leaders that they must col- 
laborate with the new regime or face permanent banishment 
from public life. It has also abolished the elected governing 
bodies of the ethnic states, where most of the insurgent ac- 
tivity is located, and replaced them with its own appointees. 

No opposition to the URC has yet emerged, but Ne Win’s 
total disregard for constitutional procedures may arouse 
popular resentment and unite civilian politicians against him. 
Although there are many officers and soldiers from the ethnic 
minorities in the army, the army has announced its prepared- 
ness to meet any unrest resulting from the arrest of ethnic 
leaders. 

Ne Win apparently has not yet decided what to do with for- 
mer civilian leaders now under arrest; there are rumors he 
is considering a public trial on charges of crimes against the 
state. Ne Win's handling of this problem may have an impor- 
tant bearing on the effectiveness and durability of his adminis- 
tration. Despite U Nu's record of inept leadership and malad- 
ministratio n, he still commands nationwide popularity and 
veneration. [ 
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Congo: Negotiations to bring Adoula and Tshombe to- 
gether for a meeting are continuing, but the two sides remain 
far apart. Adoula, who is currently in northern Katanga to 
put his prestige behind the government’s military buildup there, 
told Ambassador Gullion before he left Leopoldville that he was 
under pressure from extremists in the government and that he 
could not permit the Katanga impasse to continue much longer. 

He gave no indication of willingness to consider a new constitu- 
tion for the Congo in discussions with Tshombe. He added that 
he has told the UN Command that unless the Katanga issue is 
resolved by 31 March, he will settle it by military means. UN 
chief representative Gardiner stated on 3 March that his organ- 
ization would do everything possible to prevent the "folly" of 
Congolese military action in north Katanga/J 

/Tshombe is still insisting on stringent guarantees for his 
personal safety from the central government before he will go to 
Leopoldville. The American consul in Elisabethville questions 
whether the general assurances given by the Adoula government 
on 2 March will be adequate, particularly since Adoula followed^ 
them up with a trip to the north Katanga military zone. Tshombe 
remains under pressure from die-hard opponents of Leopoldville, 
such as Interior Minister Munongo, who apparently are trying 
to undermine Tshombe’s control of Katanga’s pol itical organiza-, 
tionsJ? 


Il 



Laos: $ouvanna, still in Xieng khouang to discuss wTUTSOu- 

phannouvonghbe cabinet slate worked out during his recent Vien- 
tiane visit, has said he plans to return to Vientiane this coming 
week for further talks despite the absence of Phoumi, who is in 
Thailand for medical care. He anticipates that Souphannouvong 
will suggest some modifications of his cabinet proposals — which 
have the approval of the Western ambassadors but not of Phoumi- 
but will "in the end" accept them. Phoumi’s counterproposal of 
a government composed of six functional councils unde r King 
Savang has been termed unacceptable by Souphannouvong/ 
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Situation in Burma 

Rangoon is reported going about business as usual. Gen- 
eral Ne Win on 3 March had a "friendly talk” with a visiting 
Chinese Communist trade delegation, headed by Peiping's For- 
eign Trade Miniser Yeh Chi-chuang, which arrived in Rangoon 
on the eve of the army takeover. None of the nongovernmental 
leaders of Burma's various political parties and minority groups, 
except for profederalist Shans, has been arrested, and General 
Ne Win has called in party representatives for consultations on 
the country’s future. Cabinet ministers representing the Chin, 
Karen, and Arakanese minorities, arrested in the 2 March 
roundup, have been released, as have Shan leaders who opposed 
the reorganization of Burma as a federal system. By chance 
the Kachin minister had been away, and no Kachins were ar- 
rested. In this calm, however, the military regime has moved 
rapidly to wipe out all vestiges of the former elective parlia- 
mentary government, of which General Ne Win had long been 
a leading advocate. 

The takeover was probably motivated by an accumulation 
of grievances. The timing was auspicious for the army because, 
25X1 with the exception of two cabinet officers, all major political 

leaders were gathered in Rangoon for the parliamentary session. 
!$t appears probable also that not even all members of the URC 

were informed of the timing of the coup and that the action was 

based on long-standing army plans to meet political emergencies)^ 
Following this 1958 assumption of control, General Ne Win ex- 
plained that he had acted on contingency plans drafted in 1950. 

Principal among the causes of army concern for the future 
of Burma were the growing demand among the minorities, es- 
pecially the Shans, for greater autonomy; the increasing strength 
of the minority insurgent forces in the countryside; the declining 
morale and efficiency of government administration; the stagna- 
tion of the national economy; the discontent of Burmese business 

25X1 interests; and the threatened fragmentation of the national polit-, 

1 ical parties. Jfn addition Ne Win may have been irritated by Nu'4\ 
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[Jiplan to reactivate on a credit basis Soviet economic develop- 
^ment proposals, which he had canceled in 195 for an irrigation 
project and a national theater and sports areqa /] 

The new government is likely to try to reactivate the do- 
mestic reform programs which Ne Win carried out in his pre- 
vious administration and which the civilian administration 
subsequently scrapped. In doing so, however, it may face 
greater difficulties than it did in the past. Where formerly 
Ne Win had the grudging support of all political elements ex- 
cept the Communists, this time he has acted without their 
support and against their wishes. Despite the dissatisfaction 
of many elements of Burmese society with Nu's government, 
prior to the actual army takeover all political leaders were 
agreed in opposing a return to military rule. Moreover, by 
acting this time without Nu’s blessing, Ne Win will find it more 
difficult to obtain active support from the mass of Burmese 
citizens. Ne Win's apparent failure to gain Nu’s approval of 
his military regime, as shown by Nu’s continued detention, 
confronts the new administration with an extremely delicate 


25X1 


problem at the very outset. Nu’s domestic and interna 
standing may make him a rallying point for opposition. 
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